
Feb. 25, 2022

Dear H-F Parents & Guardians,

Greetings! We would like to thank you and your student(s) for your patience, understanding and

cooperation throughout this school year. The safety and well-being of our students and staff has always

been our priority, while still providing excellent educational experiences. This could not have been possible

without your help. We are now pleased to see that evidence of COVID-19 transmission within our

community and state has been significantly decreasing since the end of January. This improvement — in

addition to the lifting of the indoor mask mandate in Illinois — has provided guidance regarding our

decision to switch to a mask-optional policy at our school, effective Monday, Feb. 28. Students and staff

will now have the option to wear a mask during school and during extracurricular activities; masks will

still be mandatory on school buses, due to federal requirements.

What has changed:
● Mask wearing will now be optional — not required — in H-F buildings for students, staff and visitors.

● Students and staff who are close contacts of a positive case will no longer be required to quarantine.

● Students and staff who are experiencing symptoms, but who have not tested positive, will no longer

be required to quarantine.

● Events will no longer have capacity restrictions; the fully allowed capacity of facilities will now be

available with masks optional.

● Contact tracing will no longer occur.

What hasn’t changed:
● Required mask wearing on buses (due to a federal requirement)

● Isolation (exclusion from school) of positive cases for five days

● When your student is ill and exhibiting symptoms, please keep them home from school.

● Social distancing wherever possible

● Extra locations for student lunch periods

● Increased disinfecting procedures

● Availability of hand sanitizers and disinfecting wipes

● Enhanced ventilation and air purification

● Free weekly SHIELD testing for students and staff

● Availability of the COVID-19 Reporting Form to report positive cases

We will continue to monitor our local COVID-19 metrics and post them regularly on our website’s

COVID-19 dashboard. As we follow the guidance of IDPH, the CDC and our local health department, the

district may reinstate any and all mitigation strategies, if necessary.

We appreciate your continued support as we transition to more normal school days; we look forward to

seeing our students’ smiles again and to the opportunities for celebrating their achievements in the

months ahead. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us anytime.

Sincerely,

Dr. Von Mansfield, Superintendent Dr. Scott Wakeley, Superintendent Elect

vmansfield@hf233.org swakeley@hf233.org

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/114fWz-EQRT3wNyYJKK68FlZ8b-7aCl4XFGPOIOMY0iA/viewform?edit_requested=true

